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Welcome to the latest edition of our E-Newsletter,  
 
Next Meeting 
 
The May meeting will be held on Thursday 3rd May and the speaker will be Patsy Taylor 
who will present a talk entitled “Memories of Fleet Street” covering the time spent working 
for an MP with offices in Fleet Street, where several household names were met ‘off duty’.  
 
Summary of the AGM 
 
At the meeting held on 1st April a good turnout of some 69 Members and Visitors attended 
for the AGM.  
 
Our chairman Ted Norman began the meeting by reporting that five apologies for absence 
had been received. 
 
The minutes of the previous AGM held on Thursday 6th April 2017 were accepted as a true 
record of the above meeting.  
 
Ted Norman presented his report and key points identified included: 
 

1. The very sad death of our Secretary Derek Sheldrake who has been sorely missed. He 
was a stalwart of the Club and undertook many duties to a very high standard. He has 
been very hard to replace. 

2. The resignation of Terry Partridge from his role as Treasurer of the group after 9 
years stalwart service. 

3. The appointment of Dave Eley to take over the role of Newsletter Secretary. 
4. The appointment of Dave Judson as the new Treasurer. 
5. His thanks to Dane Thomas who as Deputy Chairman has supported him and stood in 

when Ted was unavailable and also arranged a varied and interesting set of Speakers 
for the year. 

6. Thanks to Frank Willett for arranging visits this year and to Dave Rogers who despite 
some periods of ill health has still managed to continue his role of keeping records of 
all ‘entrants’ who attend each meeting. 

7. Thanks to the Community Centre Management Committee and also Wendy and her 
team of tea ladies for their excellent service. 

8. Finally Ted thanked all members present for their continued support, good humour 
and tolerance throughout the year and particularly over the last few months of 
significant change. 

 
Terry Partridge presented his final set of the clubs Annual Accounts and these will be voted 
on for approval at the May Meeting. 



 
Dave Eley advise that the following MGT Committee Members were standing for re-election 
and asked for a block proposer and seconder for their re-election: 
 
 Charles Pembroke, Frank Willett and Dave Rogers 
 
The following Officers were also standing for re-election/election: 
 
 Chairman     Ted Norman 
 Vice Chairman & Speaker Secretary Dane Thomas 
 Visits Secretary    Frank Willett 
 Treasurer     Dave Judson 
 Newsletter Secretary   Dave Eley 
 
All the above were proposed, seconded and approved. 
 
The April Meeting  
 
Our Speaker was Bob Mizon MBE who gave a very entertaining and informative 
presentation entitled “Oddities of the Solar System” – the Universe is full of bizarre things 
and some are closer to home than you imagine. 
 
Bob is a Civil Engineer and an Amateur Astronomer of some repute. He is a co-ordinator of 
the Campaign for Dark Skies (www.darksky.org) , a lecturer, presenter and was elected as a 
Fellow of the Royal Astronomical Society back in 1985. Full details of his activities and books 
can be found by searching “Bob Mizon” on the www. 
 
Community Centre Membership 
 
The committee would like to thank the many members of our group who have already 
renewed your membership of the New Milton Community Centre.  
 
For those who have yet to do so the annual membership of this should be renewed now for 
the year 2018 as membership of the Centre is a prerequisite for membership of our group. 
 
Membership of Men’s Get Together Group 
 
Many Members renewed their membership of our group at our April meeting. For those 
who were unable to do so, please come prepared with the membership fee which remains 
at £16 (for the 9th year) to 31 March 2019 at our May meeting. For those paying by Cheque,  
please make it payable to M.G.T.  
 
Visit to the Army Flying Museum 
 

http://www.darksky.org/


Unfortunately due to a lack of interest for this visit the minibus transport and guided tour 
of the museum has had to be cancelled, but members are still welcome to travel by car, 
either driving their own car or with others. We hope that Frank will not be disheartened by 
the low response on this occasion but will continue to find interesting and enjoyable venues 
of parties of our members to visit in the future. 
 
Members Talks 
 
If any members of our Men’s Get Together Group have histories, experiences, interests or 
hobbies which they think could be of interest to the members in general and would be 
happy to give a presentation at a future meeting please talk to Dane Thomas at a meeting. 
 
EU Data Protection Regulations 
 
Ted alerted the members to the fact that new regulations are due to come into effect in 
May this year which will require all members to give explicit permission for the Committee 
to hold personal information (ie Name, Address etc.,) about them. 
 
Further information will be circulated and discussed at the May meeting. 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 
Look out for our notice board in the hall at our meetings, where we advertise all of our 
activities and news of recent events etc.  
  
I look forward to seeing you all again at our next meeting. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
David Eley     
(Men’s Get Together Secretary)  
 


