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Bob Dowling, our other Co-Chairman, and I joined in the January meeting of 

the Pros and Cons Group in Highcliffe to find out what they did. 

They are part of Christchurch U3A and meet at the Chairman’s home. They are 

a small group about the same number as our Discussion Group. 

The Group debate 2 subjects one before and one after tea/coffee and biscuits! 

The questions were agreed at the previous meeting, as were the 2 people who 

would propose and oppose the motions.  

A vote was taken before each debate. After the presentations everyone else 

present was asked to participate in the discussions and a vote was taken at 

the conclusion.  

The questions do not have to be topical and the 2 subjects covered in January 

were: 

- A monarchy is better than a republic 
- The anticipation of Christmas is better than Christmas itself 

Really good questions that produced a lively (and humourous) exchange  

It was interesting that the presenters could at least see the merits of the case 

presented by the other side, and it was clear they could have supported either 

case! 

One other element that was interesting to us was that U3A also have a Current 

Affairs Group and the Chairman of that Group was there. 

Comparison with Our Discussion Group 

The nearest the Discussion Group have come to holding a debate was before 

the Brexit Referendum when a vote was taken before and after our 

discussions. 

We would not rule out a debate but at the moment we have plenty of topics to 

discuss at each of our meetings. 

To us the Discussion Group sits in the middle of these 2 U3A groups: 

- Members of our Group submit questions before each meeting (to go 

with a stock of other questions sent in previously) 

- we choose the topics (democratically!) for the next meeting 

- we allow time to look at a topical question or 2 



A worthwhile exercise and we feel that we could organise a debate if we 

thought it appropriate. 

The Chairman of the Pros and Cons Group and his wife joined us for our 

January Meeting. I wonder what they thought of us! 

If you like to express a view on topics in the news and listen to 

what others have to say, do come and join us! First taster free! 

 

  

 

 


